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USDA Definition: Organic Agriculture

·óOrganicô is a labeling term that  
denotes products produced under  
the authority of the Organic Foods  
Production Act.



Organic Food Production Standards

·No synthetic chemicals

·Exceptions:
¹ Copper and Sulfur-basedcompounds
¹ Bacterial toxins
¹ Pheromones
¹ Soaps
¹ Dormant/plant oils
¹ Fish emulsions
¹ Vitamins and minerals
¹ Federal or state Emerging Pest or DiseaseProgram

·No national standards for organic lawn care



EPAôs Reduced-Risk Program

·Goal: expedite the registration of conventional pesticides that  
pose less risk to human health and the environment than existing  
alternatives. The goal of the program is to quickly register  
alternatives to riskier pesticides.

·Definition: Conventional reduced-risk pesticides have one or  
more of the following advantages over existing products:
¹ low impact on human health
¹ low toxicity to non -target organisms (birds, fish, and plants)
¹ low potential for groundwater contamination
¹ lower userates
¹ low pest resistancepotential
¹ compatibility with Integrated PestManagement.



Improving the environment is a  

reason to use organic program
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A major obstacle to organic is  

customers desire for perfection
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Customers wonôt pay extra for  

organic lawn care
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Meeting client demand or  

increasing customer base is a  

reason to add an organic program
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Steps for Successful Organic Lawn Care

Practice Cost

Soil Preparation $$$

Grassselection $

Proper mowing and irrigation $

Fertilization $$

Pestcontrol $$-$$$

$= no extra cost
$$ = some extra cost
$$$ = very expensive



Which Grass is Best?

÷ Expectations and Function/Use

÷ Environmental conditions ðreoccurring problems

÷ Soil type and condition

÷ Amount of maintenance desired

÷ High maintenance vs. low maintenance

Selection depends on many factors:



Compaction Heat & 
Compaction

Shade Drainage


